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Dear Parents

On behalf of all our staff, I would like to extend a warm welcome to you at the beginning of a new school year, and particularly so if this is you first association with us.  We are very pleased with the way in which all our pupils have settled into their new classes, and we look forward to working in partnership with you in the education of your child.

This newsletter contains some basic information which comes at the start of a new year, and much of it will be familiar to those of you who have children already at our school.  However, it does contain new information so please read it carefully, as the details are relevant to everyone.

Class and Curriculum Organisation

We have 105 children on roll in four groups as follows:


Miss Lumb


4L


Mr Ball/Mr Hunter

4/5 BH




Mrs Vanlint


5/6 V


Mr Humphreys

6H

Children will be taught in their class groups for many areas of the curriculum, but science, R.E. and swimming will be organised in year groups.

Routines in School

We have adopted a number of routines in school, with the aim of making our teaching more effective, encouraging independence and facilitating the smooth running of the school.

· Our teaching assistants and parents will supervise the children to and from the swimming pool, monitor the changing and provide pool-side support under the direction of Mrs Dowson-Collins, our instructor.

· Physical Education covers games, gymnastics, athletics, dance and swimming, and children will be undertaking all of these activities during the year.  Children will be made aware of which activity they will be doing at any given time.  Please will you ensure that they have the appropriate kit on the correct day.

· We are asking that children do not bring pencil cases with miscellaneous equipment to school.  We provide all that is necessary for them to complete their work.

· Unless it is an emergency, we will not make any telephone calls on your child’s behalf to you during the day.

· We welcome children using water bottles during the day, as evidence suggests that children can become dehydrated.  However, for health reasons they must be brought home each evening to be cleaned and refilled.  Would you please ensure that bottles are labelled with your child’s name.  Thank you.   

Keeping you informed

We will shortly be sending you a summary of the work planned for each class  this term, together with an outline of our expectations regarding homework to be completed each week.  Your child has been given a homework diary in which they will record any activities that need to be completed at home.  In this way, you will be aware of work that is being undertaken, and we will ask you to sign the book each week, so that we know you are aware of what has been set.

As usual, we will send out newsletters on a regular basis, wherever possible on a Friday.  Each one is consecutively numbered, so please contact Mrs Trotter in our office if you think you have missed one.  We are able to send newsletters by email if you would prefer this.  Please complete the slip at the end of this newsletter.

Parent Consultation Sessions

During the term, we will have two types of session, which we hope will suit your particular circumstances.  In the first few weeks we will have two ‘drop-in’ sessions immediately after school.  This is an opportunity to look at your child’s work, and talk informally to any member of staff who teaches your child.  Later in the term, we will have two longer sessions for which we arrange an appointment.

The dates for this term are:

 

Wednesday 23 September 
3:30 - 4:30 pm



Monday 11 October
   
3:30 - 4:30 pm



Monday 16 November

5:00 - 8:00 pm



Wednesday 18 November
3:30 - 5:30 pm

Assemblies

You are warmly invited to attend any of the following assemblies which start at 

11:20 am:

Celebration Assemblies

Friday 25 September

Friday 9 October

Friday 13 November 



Friday 27 November

Thursday 17 December

Year Assemblies

These are taking place in December as a culmination of the integrated projects that your child will have undertaken throughout the term.

Year 4

Monday 7 December

Year 5

Thursday 10 December

Year 6

Friday 11 December 

Our final assembly this term is on Friday, 18 December at 2:45 pm.
School Meals

The government has introduced minimum nutritional standards in all schools with the aim of ensuring that children eat healthy and nutritious food at break and lunchtime.

For two years we have been running of our own kitchen, sourcing produce from local suppliers and using fresh meat and seasonal fruit and vegetables wherever possible.  We also provide meals for Mundesley First School, Surestart and Antingham and Southrepps School ensuring the same high quality food for children in our catchment.

We were really pleased that many children and parents last year provided us with very positive and enthusiastic feedback on the meals we served.  Mrs French, our cook manager, and her team of assistants are looking forward to the challenge of providing a first class catering service for your child.  They will continue to offer a Snack Pack option each day, and meals can be ordered on a daily basis.  For those of you who pay for meals, the price for both a hot lunch and snack pack is £2.05.  A copy of this term’s menus is enclosed with this newsletter.

I do hope you will support our catering service.  If you are currently providing a packed lunch for your child, why not give our meals a try?  We will be running a promotion over the next few weeks, and further details will be sent in the next newsletter.

Mrs French would like to invite you and your family (including grandparents!) to have a lunch with your child on the following days:


Year 4
Thursday 8 October


Year 6
Thursday 15 October


Year 5
Thursday 22 October

The price for an adult meal is £3.20.  If you are interested, please complete the slip at the end of the newsletter and return to Mrs Trotter by Wednesday 23 September.     

Absence from school

Schools are legally required to decide whether an absence is authorised or not.  These details are published in school reports, in our brochure and in the Governors’ Annual Report.

An absence is authorised for sickness or a medical appointment, religious observance, the death of a close relative, or for not more than two weeks annual holiday that has to be taken during term time.  An absence is unauthorised if the child truants from school, or if the explanation given by the parents is inadequate: e.g. a birthday treat, shopping or helping their parents.

If your child is absent from school, we would very much appreciate a telephone call on the first morning.  We will contact you if we do not receive a reason for absence.

	Please make every effort not to take a family holiday during term time, because children   miss a significant amount of work during a two week absence.  However, if it is unavoidable due to the nature of your employment, please ask Mrs Trotter in the office for a holiday form.  This should be returned directly to her.


Uniform   

It is lovely to see so many of our children wearing school colours and sweatshirts.  Thank you for the effort you have made to dress your child appropriately.

Sweatshirts and Cardigans are available from the school office and are priced at £9.00. T shirts cost £4.00 and Jackets cost £13. 

Every year, a number of sweatshirts find their way to the lost property bin because they are unmarked, and almost invariably they are in very good condition!  As they are identical, labelling is essential.
Could I make a request, please, that jeans or shellsuits are not worn for school, and the T-shirts are plain colours if possible. 

May I also remind you, please, that a complete change of kit is required for all physical activities.

Indoor work:       Shorts and a T-shirt (or leotard), socks, soft soled plimsolls or 

gym shoes.

Outdoor work:
Shorts and T-shirts, socks, training shoes.




A track suit or warm sweatshirt is important

during the winter months.

A change of footwear is important, and football boots, shin pads and long socks are useful.

Jewellery

For safety reasons, we would appreciate jewellery not being worn at school.  If your child’s ears have been pierced, plain studs or sleepers should be used, but we ask that these are taped to prevent injury during P.E. activities.

School Security

We aim to keep our school as secure as possible, without turning it into a fortress. We have a system for visitors signing in and collecting a visitor badge. We then know that an unfamiliar face has a reason for being in school.

May I ask that everyone complies with these arrangements, for example, when you need to see your child’s classteacher.  Although members of staff may know you, children may not, and we do ask them to point out to us anyone who they do not recognise without a badge.

School Health Team
Our school nursing team are based at North Walsham Hospital (01692 408311) if you have any concerns about your child’s health or well-being, you may contact them directly or through the school office.
Swimming

As last year, children will swim for one term each year.  Year 6 will swim on a Wednesday afternoon this term.

Swimming lessons for Year 5 will be in the spring term, and Year 4 in the summer.

Year 6 Visit to How Hill Field Centre

May I remind you that if your child is visiting How Hill, the final balance of £67  it is due by Friday 18 September.  As usual, payments should be sent in a sealed envelope marked “How Hill”, with cheques payable to Mundesley Junior School. 

Passenger Transport

If you have any queries about school transport, please telephone the Customer Services Helpline on 0844 800 8003.
Uniform

If you wish to order uniform, will you please contact Mrs Trotter by Wednesday 16 September at the latest, please.  We may need to order items for you and these take approximately six weeks to arrive.

School Closures

Our school will be closed on the following days for staff training:

Monday 2 November 2009

Monday 4 January 2010
Monday 19 April 2010
Term  Dates

Autumn: 
  Monday 7 September 2009 – Friday 18 December 2009 
Half Term:
  Monday 26 October 2009 – Friday 30 October 2009
Spring:
  Tuesday 5 January 2010 – Thursday 1 April 2010
Half Term:    Monday 15 February 2010 – Friday 19 February 2010 
Summer:
  Tuesday 20 April 2010 – Friday 23 July 2010   

Half Term:    Monday 31 May 2010 – Friday 4 June 2010
Year 6 SAT’s Monday 10 May – Friday 14 May 2010
Finally, I am looking forward to meeting many of you during the coming year.  If you have any concerns or queries about your child’s education, please do not hesitate to talk to me.

With best wishes

J Hunter

Headteacher

MUNDESLEY JUNIOR SCHOOL

SCHOOL LUNCH

I would like to eat a lunch with my child ………………………………………………..

Class ………………….. on:

· Thursday 8 October  
(Year 4)       

· Thursday 15 October
(Year 6) 
· Thursday 22 October 
(Year 5)    

· Please tick the box if you would like a vegetarian option

Please enclose a payment of £3:20 for each meal

Signed …………………………………. Parent/Guardian
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